
BUSINESS AS MISSION

Since the beginning of our community, some WMPL 
members have found their missionary calling in 
business. They are businessmen and businesswomen, 
committed to Jesus and committing their businesses 
to the mission of Jesus around the world. They have 
been bookstore administrators, agricultural experts, 
small business entrepreneurs, and many things more. 
Their goal? Nothing less than the spiritual, social and 
economic transformation of the world! – through 
business skills and “Kingdom business” activities. 

Here at our headquarters, we have recently added a 
pair of “Business as Mission Program Coordinators.” 
Ed and Karen Scott have served within our community 
for more than 30 years, mostly in Bangladesh. For 
the last year they have been assigned to “Business as 
Mission.”

“In our years in Bangladesh, we were able to help 
people spiritually,” Ed said recently. “But we saw that 
a lot of these people, like the Santals, just wanted 
some training so they could find jobs. There was no 
one to help them practically.” This led the Scotts to 
learn more about how businesses can be used for the 
Kingdom of God, and has become a motive for our 
“Business As Mission” program. 

“Business As Mission” should not be confused with 
tent-making. Tent-makers typically support themselves 
financially by a “job” in order to do “ministry” 
elsewhere. “Business as Mission,” on the other hand, 
sees the business itself as mission – and a powerful 
medium for the communication of the Gospel. 

Several of our members are currently involved in 
“Business as Mission” projects and programs – some 
“on the mission field” and many more here at home. 
Motif, Inc. is one such business, in Dhaka, Bangladesh. 
Jackie Johnson is a fabric designer by profession – and 
a daughter of God by faith in Jesus Christ. She has 
discovered that the two are not incompatible. She has 
used her business skills as a designer and entrepreneur 

to create a 
small craft 
factory, 
producing 
innovative 
clothing, bags, 
and other 
accessories 
for export. 
The business 
employs a 
small but 
dedicated 
cadre of men 
and women. 
They share  

 
 

 
their faith. They pray 
together. Their lives 
and livelihoods are 
transformed – and 
they become positive 
change agents in their 
own families and 
wider communities. 

Ed and Karen hope 
to facilitate similar 
“Kingdom business” 
activities elsewhere 
in Bangladesh 
and beyond. They 
hope to identify 
needs, markets and 

marketable skills – match them up, give some training 
and encouragement, and help “Kingdom business” 
ventures get under way. The program may involve 
micro-loans for suitable Kingdom entrepreneurs. 
“God provides the resources,” Ed said. “We’ve seen 
it time after time. The Prayer League did not have the 
resources to build a hospital, and now we have LAMB 
Hospital – known to be the best mission hospital in 
Bangladesh. The resources came as God provided.”

The potential 
for this new 
initiative is 
very large 
indeed 
– worldwide, 
in fact. “We 
are most 
familiar with 
Bangladesh,” 
Ed says, “but 
business as 
mission can 
be effective 
anywhere. We want to help Prayer League members 
and missionaries learn how to use this strategy all 
over the world.” 

Is your heart stirred? Maybe you have a business or a 
business skill for the Kingdom’s use, too! Please join 
us in prayer for this exciting new program – and we’ll 
pray for you, as well.

The Scotts will be leading IMPACTour trips to 
Bangladesh. These trips are designed to show us how 
we can be involved directly with business as mission 
– whether we live overseas or in North America. For 
more information, please contact Ed or Karen Scott: 
612-871-6843 or escott@wmpl.org
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